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Alumni Spotlight: Mitchell Goldberg 

Selecting which undergraduate institution 
to attend ca n be an overwhelming 
decision for just about anyone. And 
appreciating how the selection of an 

undergraduate major ca n potential ly 
shape one's life choices and pathways 

generally seems murky at first. Yet given 
some time and some reflection, usually it 
becomes clear how these decisions, often 
made at a relatively young age, have so 
pr ofo undl y shaped, in a ve r y 
individuali zed man ner, our li ves. 

Mitc h Goldberg received his 
Bachelor of Arts in Hi story from DePaul 
Universi ty in 1996. He graduated from 
DePaul 's Law School in 1999, and he 
now practices law in the Chi cago area. 
Mitch was initially drawn to DePaul for 
severa l reasons. DePau l's small-class sizes 
were desirable as was the focus on fa ith, 
education, and respect for others. These 
values corresponded very well with the 
va lues that Mitch's fami ly had instilled in 
him. "My mate rn al grandfather (of 
blessed memory) told me many years 
ago; before 1 cou ld even internal ize the 
message: 'that good family and true 
fr iends are the rea l treasure and greatest 
measure of success in li fe.' This definition 
of success has rea lly been a large factor 
in my personal choices, including 
choos ing DePau l, as well as my ca reer 
path." 

Selecting a major often defines a 
person's undergraduate education. For 
Mitch, his family's va lues once again 
offered both support and freedom for him 
to make his own decision. "When 1 first 
began at DePaul, 1 rea lly hadn't thought 
about what 1 wanted to do. My father, 
who hails from Edinburgh, Scotland, is 
the first high school (let alone co llege) 
graduate in hi s family. To my father, 
attending college was not a means to an 
end (i.e., to get a job), but, rather, an end 
in itself. My father believes that education 
is its own reward . To him, an education 
makes us better citi zens and people. He 
strongly favored a liberal arts education 
so that 1 could learn all the necessary 
problem so lving tools 1 would need, 
regard less of my career path. As an 
undergraduate at DePaul, 1 remember 
once ask ing him about the need for a 
college ed ucatio n should 1 end up 
pu rs uin g a ca reer in so m et hin g 
completely unrelated to any field of 
study. 1 used the example of fishing (at 
the time, a preferred avocation ). My 
father responded with a slight smile (but 

in all seriousness), 'Ah .. . but at least you' ll 
be an ed ucated fish erman. '" Mitch 
decided not to be a fisherman but rather 
to major in history. "While all of my 

[history] professors seemed to genuinely 
ca re about my development as a person, 1 
found myself parti cularly drawn to (and 
strongly ident ifi ed w ith ) a common 
theme that 1 detected in their teachings: a 

seemingly uniform desire to preserve and 
report accurate data and facts in its 
histo ri ca l context, while c lear l y 
identify ing biases - including their own." 

Th e hi stor y c l asses did not 
disappoint Mitch's high expectations. " I 
very much enjoyed the large variety of 
topics and the pass ion of the professors in 
DePau l's History Department. Whil e 1 
trul y enjoyed many of the classes 1 took, 1 
can't think of any other subjects, which 
provided the same combinat ion of 
entertainment and criti ca l thinking. 1 was 
constantly challenged and taught to apply 
concepts and facts 1 had learned to 
answer difficu lt questions of poss ible 
cause and effect. However, 1 was, very 
often so riveted by class discussions and 
the artfu I descriptions of certai n events 
that, when the professor announced the 

class had ended, 1 had to look at my 
watch in disbelief. Many times 1 couldn't 

believe that so much time had gone by so 
quickly." 

Mitch sees parallels between his 
former history classes and his present 

work as an attorney. "This may sound 
strange, but when you think about it, the 

practice of law in the I itigat ion arena is 
rea lly just history by another name. The 
w riti ng of lega l arguments before various 
co urts is mere ly researc hin g and 
compil ing the history of those cases 
which came before and trying to organize 
the facts and reasoning of those cases 
into an argument supporting or opposi ng 
a position in a cur rent case. The 
preparation for a trial, when it comes 
down to it, is the same kind of 'spade 
work' historians do in researching their 
various topics. A tria l lawyer needs to dig 
deep - in the form of intense document 
review, witn ess inte rvi ews, and 
identifying and reviewing important 
ev idence - to understand what happened 
at a point of time in history. Once a 
li t igator has a clear understanding of the 
facts and circumstances, it is t ime to 
organi ze, coa lesce, and distill that data 
into a coherent argument to exp lain what 
happened. This job description is pretty 
spot-on to the job of a historian. Just as 
histori ans owe a duty to posterity to be 
thorough in their often pain stak in g 
research, lawyers have a similar duty to 
clients, as well as to the broader concepts 
of justice and liberty." 

The lessons lea rned in DePaul's 
history classes continue to resonate with 
Mitch. " History can also teach important 
lessons for life. History teaches an innate 
apprec iation for academi c honesty. As a 
disCipline, it teaches us to be up front 
with the limitati ons of research and 
potential bi ases in source materia ls. 
Unlike m any other purveyors of 
information, history, as a d isC ipline, 
teaches us to stand agai nst 'sp inning' 
information to serve specific agendas. 
And those with a st ro ng history 
background are usually at the vanguard 
of those poking holes in propaganda or 
mere op inions presented as news or 
facts." Mitch reca lls a history professor 
adv ising him that it was " important to 
remember to take the time to give back. 1 
have taken th is message to heart. 1 offer 
my time and efforts to help support 
DePaul, including mentoring through the 
A lumni Sharing Know ledge (AS K) 
Program." 

Looki ng back on his years at DePau l, 
M itch concisely sums up his experiences. 
"At DePaul, 1 was never a number or a 
statisti c: 1 was valued for being myself. 1 

was seen as someone va luable." (TK) 


