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President Barack Obama announced his intent to appoint a handful of individuals to key administration posts,

including Patty Gerstenblith, research professor in DePaul University’s College of Law, as chair of the Cultural

Property Advisory Committee in the U.S. Department of State.

DePaul University’s $37 million renovation and conversion of the historic Lytton Building, now the

Richard M. and Maggie C. Daley Building, was honored by the civic group Friends of Downtown.

Bob Janis, vice president for facility operations, accepted the award on DePaul’s behalf from the

group’s president, Noah Temaner Jenkins, at a May 12 ceremony.

Adam Mathias (THE ’96) received a Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Book of a Musical for “See Rock City &

Other Destinations” at the 56th Annual Drama Desk Awards ceremony in New York.

Composer/arranger Joe Clark (MUS ’08, ’10) is the 2011 recipient of The Claire Rosen and Samuel

Edes Foundation Prize for Emerging Artists. The award of $30,000, granted to a recent alumnus of

DePaul, will enable Clark to record and promote an album of original works for jazz ensemble. 

Electronic Gaming Monthly (EGM) magazine put a spotlight on DePaul and four other schools in the country that

shouldn’t be overlooked by those interested in game development. DePaul’s computer game development program 

is one of the five collegiate game-design programs featured in this article for EGM.

Charlayne Woodard (THE ’74) received an Obie Performance Award for her work in “The Witch

from Edmonton” in a Greenwich Village ceremony this spring. The Annual Village Voice Obie

Awards are off-Broadway’s highest honor.

Since We Were Last Together
�our university keeps moving onward and upward. 

There’s always a lot going on around campus and in the lives 

of DePaul alumni that attracts attention from Chicago to the global community.

Here are just a few such items since our last issue.



A Pulitzer Prize winner, a leading Kenyan social justice activist and the CEO of McDonald’s were among the distinguished honorary

degree recipients and speakers at DePaul University’s 113th commencement ceremonies.

College of Law

Anne R. Pramaggiore is president and

chief operating officer of ComEd. 

College of Education

Terry Mazany is president and CEO of The

Chicago Community Trust and a longtime

philanthropic leader who has spearheaded

public school improvements in several of

the nation’s larger metropolitan areas,

including Chicago. He recently served as

interim CEO of the Chicago Public Schools.

School of Music and The Theatre School

John von Rhein is one of the most

enduring and influential observers of the

world of classical music. He has served as

the chief classical music critic for the

Chicago Tribune since 1977.

School for New Learning

Miriam K. Were is an internationally known

physician and public health advocate who

has addressed major disease, substance

abuse and economic development issues 

in her native Kenya through the UZIMA

Foundation, which she co-founded with 

her husband.

Don Mullan also was honored by SNL. 

He is a leading activist in the international

nonviolent human rights movement who

was a witness to the infamous 1972 “Bloody

Sunday” massacre and who, years later,

debunked the British government’s official

investigation into the matter.

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Claude M. Steele is provost of Columbia

University and a highly acclaimed professor

of psychology who has led groundbreaking

research in such social phenomena as

stereotyping and self-image.

College of Communication and College

of Computing and Digital Media

Isabel Wilkerson is an award-winning

journalist, former New York Times Chicago

bureau chief and author acclaimed for her

detailed and empathetic feature writing. 

The first African-American woman to win 

a Pulitzer Prize for journalism, she is a

groundbreaking figure in American news.

Wilkerson is the author of a highly praised

book on the great migration of African-

Americans to the north.

College of Commerce

James Skinner is a leading executive and

noted innovator in the food service industry

who currently serves as vice chairman and

CEO of McDonald’s Corp. He also is a 10-

year veteran of the U.S. Navy and served in

the Gulf of Tonkin during the Vietnam War.

Also honored by the College of Commerce: 

James L. Czech is president of the real

estate consultancy The James L. Czech Co.

LLC. Prior to starting his own company in

2002, Czech served as an executive with

Urban Retail Properties Co., at the time the

nation’s third-largest retail property

management firm; JMB Retail Properties

Co.; and Federated Stores Realty Inc. 

John L. Keeley Jr. is the founder, president

and chief investment officer of Keeley Asset

Management Corp., a Chicago-based

registered investment advising firm that

manages $7 billion in assets. He also

founded, directs and serves as president of

Keeley Funds Inc., a family of six registered

mutual funds with $5 billion in net assets. 

far left: At the College of Communication
ceremony are DePaul President the Rev.
Dennis H. Holtschneider, C.M.; Dunja
Antunovic, master’s degree recipient
and student speaker; author, journalist
and honorary degree recipient Isabel
Wilkerson; and Dean Jacqueline Taylor.

left: DePaul School for New Learning
Dean Marisa Alicea and Howard 
A. Sulkin, founding dean of SNL,
congratulate a graduate.
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Luminaries Join in DePaul’s 113th Commencement Ceremonies
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DePaul University alumni share a special

relationship with the university, and many are making 

a special commitment to ensure that the distinctive

education they received at DePaul remains strong,

vibrant and affordable for the students of the future.

Alumni giving is critical to the success of the 

Many Dreams, One Mission Campaign. Gifts at all

levels from alumni helped to advance the campaign

past the $200 million milestone toward its $250 million

goal by the end of the fiscal year on June 30, 2011.

“Alumni gifts are so important, not just to this

campaign, but to the overall strength of DePaul and

its mission,” says Patricia O’Donoghue, vice president

for Alumni Engagement and Outreach. “Gifts at all

levels have a powerful impact by providing reliable

endowed and expendable funding for scholarships

and investments in academic excellence—faculty,

programs and educational environments.”

The campaign is DePaul’s first comprehensive

fundraising initiative in almost 30 years and the largest

in its history, with a goal of raising $250 million by

2014. More than $100 million of that total will bolster

the university’s resources for scholarships, helping to

ensure that a college education is available to future

generations of talented DePaul students. 

Investments through the campaign also focus 

on continuing to build academic excellence. Nearly

$37 million from the campaign will be invested in

faculty positions to continue to attract the nation’s 

top teachers, and more than $74 million will go

directly to the creation and enhancement of academic

programs. The campaign has provided more than 

$38 million toward new, state-of-the-art facilities 

for the School of Music and The Theatre School.

“The Many Dreams, One Mission Campaign for

DePaul University is a philanthropic investment that 

Alumni Gifts Drive $250 Million 
Investment in Academic Excellence



will strengthen DePaul’s leadership position in

American higher education,” says the Rev. Dennis

Holtschneider, C.M., president of DePaul. “I am

immensely grateful for the extraordinary response

from the university’s alumni from all walks of life, and

for the many alumni volunteers who are continuing 

to make gifts and to work hard to assure our success.”

O’Donoghue adds: “The campaign supports

DePaul’s fundamental values and assures that our

distinctive education remains affordable for a cross-

section of students. It provides investment in the 

best faculty and deepens our spiritual roots. Gifts

build world-class faculty, programs and learning

environments and help us deliver on Vincent’s

promise to not only do good, but do it well.”

Here are stories about some of the alumni donors

who have honored their own DePaul experiences by

making gifts to fulfill dreams and build mission.

LeRoy Sanders: 
Sustaining Great Teaching

LeRoy “Lee”

Sanders (LAW ’52)

has made a

generous bequest

to fund an endowed

professorship

through DePaul’s

Many Dreams, One

Mission Campaign. 

Sanders’ gift will

endow the first

privately funded

named professorship

in the College of

Liberal Arts and

Social Sciences at DePaul. The LeRoy D. Sanders and

Mary Clare McHugh Sanders Endowed Professorship in 

the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences will support

distinguished scholars in the history department.

“The teachers at DePaul introduced me to a different type

of thinking, one that emphasized asking the right questions

over reciting the right answers. I have had a lot of success

in my career, and I really owe much of it to my education 

at DePaul.”

Following graduation from St. Mel High School in Chicago

in 1943, Sanders entered the U.S. Navy and shipped off 

to the Pacific in World War II. He served as a medical

corpsman with the 5th Marine Brigade, where he became

part of the first occupying force in Japan. He was

discharged in 1946, though he remained in the U.S. Naval

Reserve while attending DePaul. His favorite course at

DePaul was philosophy, and his teachers encouraged 

him to enter the LLB program, a combined undergraduate

and graduate program that would later become the 

Juris Doctor.

Sanders’ high school sweetheart, Mary Clare McHugh

Sanders (LAS ’47), was an accomplished student who was

elected Queen of the Liberal Arts at DePaul and was

among the original “Quiz Kids,” a popular national radio

program. “She was so talented and beautiful,” Sanders

recalls. “Her major was history, and that is why this gift will

endow a professorship in that field.” The couple married in

1949; Mary Clare died as a result of injuries from a car

accident in 2009.

Sanders, a retired senior vice president from Chicago Title

& Trust, says, “Teachers are so influential and will positively

shape so many lives. That is why I wanted to make this

gift—to make sure that future students have the same kinds

of great teachers that I had. I know that my wife would be

very happy to know that we have done this.”
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Joyce McCullough: A Personal and
Professional Education

Joyce McCullough (SNL ’05) and

her husband, Lee, have endowed

a scholarship in the College of

Communication in honor of their

daughter, Kathleen “Kat”

McCullough (CMN ’05).

Kat McCullough, who went on 

to earn a master’s degree in

journalism from Northwestern

University and now works as a coordinator on HLN’s “Nancy

Grace” program, says her passion for television journalism was

sparked by her experience working with award-winning broadcast

journalist Carol Marin on the DePaul Documentary Project. 

Joyce McCullough, president of the Miller Media Group, 

which operates newspapers and radio stations in La Salle, Ill.,

discovered DePaul’s School for New Learning through her

daughter. “My dream originally was to get my degree, and the

convenience of the online program was perfect for my situation,”

McCullough says. “But more than that, the experience helped me

develop my critical thinking skills, which has benefited me both

professionally and personally. I garnered a new respect for what 

a college degree is all about.” 

In addition to the endowed scholarship, the McCulloughs have

been regular contributors to DePaul since 2004. 

“DePaul played an important part in my life and in Kat’s,”

McCullough explains. “We would like to offer that opportunity 

to others. I think that’s part of DePaul’s mission, and I think it’s

important to the future of the country.” 

McCullough adds that, given the Many Dreams, One Mission

Campaign, it seems appropriate to establish the scholarship in 

her daughter’s name. “She grew so much at DePaul, and the

experience really did help her fulfill her dream.”

Lauren Upton: Much-Needed Resources
Lauren (Levine) Upton

(CMN/LAS ’07, LAS ’10),

who came to DePaul in

2002 on a full basketball

scholarship, discovered

her true calling during her

sophomore year when she

began tutoring her fellow

athletes. 

“I realized that the

questions they asked most

had less to do with how to

do math problems than

with how to get the most

from their academic

opportunity at DePaul,” she says. “I loved it, and I knew pretty

quickly that academic advising was what I wanted to pursue

professionally.” 

Upton passed on a fifth year of basketball eligibility to complete 

a double major in communication and psychology and to prepare

for a master’s program in liberal studies. She continued to work 

as a graduate assistant in the athletics department, and in 2010,

the one-time Blue Demon small forward was hired full time as an

academic advisor in the College of Communication. 

Upton lost no time in joining the ranks of DePaul’s President’s

Club by taking advantage of the special $250 recent-graduate

membership level. In fact, inspired by the Steans Challenge for

Scholarships, she pledged an additional $250 for each of the next

five years for a total of $1,250 (plus the match). 

“In my job I am reminded every day why scholarship money is

critical,” she says. “Even seemingly small amounts can provide

much-needed resources for these students.” 
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Chaz Ebert: A Little Breathing Room
Chaz Ebert (LAW ’77) has made 

a generous gift to establish the

Chaz Ebert Endowed Scholarship

at DePaul’s College of Law. 

Born Charlie “Chaz” Hammel, Ebert

grew up as the second-youngest of

nine children in a working-class

family on Chicago’s Near West

Side. Her late father worked in the

stockyards, and her late mother was a homemaker and precinct

captain involved in local Democratic politics. Ebert attended Crane

High School and earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of

Dubuque and a master’s degree from the University of Wisconsin

before attaining a Juris Doctor degree at DePaul.

Ebert’s legal expertise took her to the Environmental Protection

Agency, then to the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission,

and into private practice with Bell, Boyd & Lloyd LLP, which is now

a part of K&L Gates LLP.

The well-honed skills of a legal professional come in handy for her

most high-profile job yet, as vice president of the Ebert Company.

She and film critic Roger Ebert married in 1992, and this career

path has given Chaz the opportunity to work on TV and radio,

book publishing, digital ventures and speaking engagements.

Even with a grueling schedule that can take her from the studios of

WTTW in Chicago to one of her husband’s book signings to a film

festival overseas, Ebert still remembers the steep price many first-

generation law students pay to achieve her level of success. 

Ebert recalls fellow law students who received scholarships and

other financial aid having to abandon their studies because they

could not afford the books or bus fare to get to school. She hopes

her gift to the College of Law provides students a little extra

breathing room so they can go on to serve their community in some

meaningful way.

“Right now, my College of Law scholarship endowment is small,

but I would be the happiest to know that someone who received 

 a Chaz Ebert Scholarship was able to buy books and pay fees

associated with law school, and that this person was able to stay

in school and graduate because of it.”

Joni Phillips: Proud and Humbled
DePaul University has

renamed McGrath Arena 

to McGrath-Phillips Arena

in honor of Joni Phillips

(LAS ’82), a nursing

graduate and the most

generous benefactor in

DePaul Athletics history.

The newly renamed arena

is part of the Sullivan

Athletics Center on the

Lincoln Park Campus.

“Athletics can be an

important part of

education,” says Phillips.

“It can be an avenue of opportunity for first-generation students

and create the community, structure and goal orientation that lead

to success in college and careers.”

“Joni’s gifts to DePaul have been a shining example of one

generation passing DePaul’s excellence to the next,” says Jean

Lenti Ponsetto, DePaul’s director of athletics. “We are supremely

grateful for her gifts, which have directly benefited hundreds of

student-athletes—past, present and future.”

Phillips’ gifts have helped fund a range of initiatives, from

refurbishing locker rooms at the Allstate Arena to endowing

scholarships. She has supplied commemorative rings for DePaul

teams that have won championships or competed in NCAA

tournaments.  Born into a family of eight children in Chicago’s

Back of the Yards neighborhood, Phillips took her DePaul nursing

degree and an MBA and became an entrepreneur, building a

highly successful health care services business.

“I couldn’t be prouder or more humbled,” Phillips says. “As a

student almost 30 years ago, I never would have imagined I would

be honored by having my name on anything at DePaul—besides a

term paper.”

To learn more about how you can have an impact on future
generations through the Many Dreams, One Mission campaign, 
please visit campaign.depaul.edu.

Photo: Roger Ebert



As you already know, DePaul University alumni are a wide array of interesting and

accomplished people. To celebrate that, we annually choose 14 alumni under 40—based

on nominations from their friends and family, faculty, staff and themselves—making an

effort to include alumni from all of the university’s schools and colleges.

We hope you enjoy this sixth annual issue and find it an interesting mix of professions,

personal histories and achievements. May it highlight for you, and anyone you share it

with, the real measures of a DePaul University education—not only professional success

but also creativity and satisfaction in other facets of life.

Inspired to nominate yourself or someone else for next year’s issue? Just send a few 

details about your achievements or those of another DePaul graduate.

Email us at depaulmag@depaul.edu.

from 14 ALUMNI UNDER 40

Success
Stories

Sixth Annual Edition:
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Mitchell Goldberg (LAS ’96, LAW ’99)
Partner
Lawrence Kamin Saunders & Uhlenhop

Mitchell Goldberg lives according to a worldview instilled by his family. “My grandfather

always said, ‘The greatest treasure and best measure of success in life are good friends

and family.’ And when I was a kid, I didn’t understand what he meant. I later came to

understand that it is the quality of relationships and positive impact toward others that

define us as people,” he says.

Goldberg found that DePaul answered his desire for an environment that reflected his

philosophy. “Students aren’t better than anyone else based on their bank accounts or their

parents’ bank accounts or other types of status and titles—you’re treated as a person and

encouraged to be a good citizen,” says Goldberg, who earned his undergraduate degree

in history and his J.D. from DePaul.

Goldberg says he attended DePaul at an interesting time. “That period was a time of

growth and development in multicultural experiences for DePaul,” he says, recalling

events that resulted in the creation of the Student Multicultural Affairs Committee—which

he participated in—and the birth of the Center for Centers, now known as the Center for

Intercultural Programs. “The response of the university to feelings of concern by students

was nothing short of remarkable. … DePaul created mechanisms for dialogue between

the students and the administration.” 

Today, Goldberg is a partner at Lawrence Kamin Saunders & Uhlenhop and specializes

in commercial litigation with a focus on financial services. He is active in the community,

volunteering with his synagogue, DePaul, various charities and multiple bar associations,

including the American Inns of Court, a national organization designed to improve

professionalism in the practice of law. In June, Goldberg received the Decalogue Society

of Lawyers’ Award of Excellence, a high honor for attorneys who, through their actions, 

are living examples of the society’s mission to bring increased dignity and honor to the

legal profession.

Goldberg sees his participation in DePaul’s Alumni Sharing Knowledge (ASK) program

as a way to repay his own mentor, who refused to let Goldberg pay for coffee when they

met, but suggested that Goldberg “pay it forward” someday by helping others. He’s

mentored many students and alumni and hosted networking events at his office. “I have

gotten as much, maybe more, from the mentor experience as the mentees have. It’s

fascinating to see students trying to map out their career paths,” he says. “Seeing

mentees succeed is so rewarding.

“Ultimately, I want to make a difference. I would like to feel the world is better because

of my efforts when I go than when I got here,” he says. “If I see a need for something, I try

to fill the gap because unless people do stuff to effect change in the world, nothing is

going to happen.”

Kristi Lafleur (LAS ’99)
Executive Director
Illinois Tollway

“Coming to Chicago for school and coming to DePaul really

transformed my life,” says Kristi Lafleur, a political science graduate

who now serves as executive director of the Illinois Tollway. She

credits lessons from DePaul, such as speaking her mind and

thinking critically, with helping advance her career. 

Lafleur came to Chicago from Norfolk, Neb., with ambitions of

becoming an attorney. “I grew up in a small town, and there were a lot

of things that were intimidating about coming to a big city,” she says.

However, DePaul’s atmosphere made her feel safe and encouraged

her to speak up. “The small class sizes and the professors being open

to discussion really helped me a lot,” she says.

Learning to share her views benefited Lafleur after graduation.

“When I got out into the workforce, I was always willing to put my

opinion out there, to make my position known,” she says. “I think 

that a lot of people, particularly early in their careers, are hesitant 

to do that.”

Lafleur’s career has included

various government assignments,

from being chief of staff at the

Illinois Department of Commerce

and Economic Opportunity to

handling transportation policy for

Gov. Pat Quinn. In April 2010,

she joined the Illinois Tollway as

the first female executive director

in the agency’s 58-year history.

Lafleur did not know what to

expect, but her new co-workers

quickly impressed her. “I’ve found

that people are tremendously

committed to making the Illinois

Tollway the very best in the

nation. There’s a real sense of pride,” she says.

In her position, Lafleur is responsible for day-to-day management

of the agency, which has nearly 1,600 employees and an annual

budget of $680 million and is wrapping up a $5.8 billion capital

program. “A big part of my career is about problem-solving,” she

says. “When you have the ability to navigate through all of the noise

around a complex issue, you can break through and get to what’s at

the heart of the problem. I think DePaul really helped me develop

that skill.” 

Lafleur is proud to be the tollway’s first female executive director,

and she recently was recognized as one of Crain’s Chicago

Business’ Women to Watch 2011. Still, Lafleur says that gender does

not define her work. “On a day-to-day basis, I don’t necessarily have

to think very much about the fact that I’m a woman; I think people

see me as a dedicated professional who is committed to doing my

job,” she says. 
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Victoria Romero (LAS ’94)
Activist/Administrator
Pilsen Alliance/Chicago Department of Public Health

Weeks before graduation in the spring of 1994, Victoria Romero and 11 other

members of the DePaul Alliance for Latino Empowerment staged a two-day 

sit-in on DePaul’s Lincoln Park Campus. They demanded more services for

Latino students and better efforts to retain and recruit Latino students, faculty

and staff.

Romero recalls, “[Then-President] Father Minogue told us we could be

expelled. Weeks before graduation. We wondered what we were doing.”

Then, Romero says, “It hit me that what I was doing wasn’t for me. It was for

the students who would come to DePaul after me. If they expelled me, then fine.”

At the end of two days, Romero says, “Our voices were heard. I realized the

power we had—and the power of the protest. When you care about something so

much, you have the right to voice your opinion and flex your political muscles.

“I would consider myself an activist, but I didn’t at the time. Then I was just

fighting for what was needed, what we needed as students.” 

One of seven children of Mexican-American parents, Romero says it was her

upbringing and her experiences at DePaul that taught her to stand up for the

causes she believes in. “My mom was an activist, even though she didn’t know

it,” Romero says. “I walked the picket line to protest public school funding cuts

with my mom, even though my parents sacrificed to send us to Catholic schools.”

But, Romero says, “DePaul changed my life. The professors pushed me to be

more fluent in Spanish. They helped me see my language skills as a gift. They

encouraged me to see my background as a Mexican-American as a privilege and

to want to serve my community.”

Today, Romero serves the Latino community as a member of the board of the

Pilsen Alliance, a social justice organization committed to developing grassroots

leadership in Pilsen. And she serves the citizens of Chicago as a public health

administrator for the city’s Department of Public Health. 

One of only a few nationally certified American Red Cross Latino HIV/AIDS

instructor trainers in the Midwest, Romero develops and implements training

programs for city-funded organizations and community centers. She trains service

providers to teach HIV-STD prevention and intervention strategies. As part of her

role, Romero is also working to develop a flexible Spanish language curriculum. 

Today, Romero says, “I like to think of myself as being an agent of change. I

have an ideology that I truly believe in, and that I got from DePaul. The way I see

activism is because of my experience at DePaul.”

Otis L. Dunson III (EDU ’97)
Principal
Armstrong International Studies School

Otis L. Dunson III came to DePaul University with a track scholarship and a plan

to major in computer science. Luckily for the students at the school where he is

now principal, Dunson had a change of heart. “I just didn’t feel comfortable sitting

at a desk and looking at a computer all day,” says Dunson, who took only two

computer science courses before switching to elementary education.

Now, as the head of George Armstrong International Studies Elementary

School, a large pre-K-8 school in Chicago’s Rogers Park neighborhood, Dunson

doesn’t have much time to sit at his desk. “I’m the type of principal who does a

lot of walking. I’m in and out of the classroom, meeting the students in the

lunchroom—I’m very hands-on,” he explains.

Dunson started his career as a Chicago Public Schools teacher on the city’s

Southwest Side. He earned a master’s degree in supervision and instruction from

Concordia University in 2003 and soon took his first assistant principal job. In

2006, he became the principal at a school with 350 students and two years later

moved to Armstrong, which has almost 1,500 students. “I would say the hardest

challenge I have is remembering every child’s name,” he says. 

Armstrong has a diverse student body, which represents more than 69 countries

and 36 languages. Enrollment is more than 40 percent Hispanic and 18 percent

Urdu. “Celebrating everyone’s culture and their diversity and making that part 

of our school has been a challenge, but it’s also been very rewarding,” 

Dunson says.

The school embraces diversity in its curriculum. Each year, students study one

country in depth and incorporate its culture and history into everyday lessons.

For example, when students wore pedometers as part of a fitness initiative, they

calculated how long it would take to walk from Chicago to Vietnam.

Understanding students’ multiculturalism has helped Dunson view teaching in

new ways. “I’ve learned that, depending on where the students come from, their

way of learning is different,” he says. “We find ways to adapt to their learning to

make our students successful.” So far it has paid off: Since Dunson joined

Armstrong, standardized reading and math test scores have risen from the 60s 

to the mid-80s.

Sometimes Dunson misses teaching, but he still spends a lot of time working

with students. “My favorite part of my job is the interaction with the students,” he

says. “I think that’s my motivation every single day.”



Eleni Wolfe-Roubatis (LAW ’07)
Attorney
National Immigrant Justice Center

Eleni Wolfe-Roubatis is a litigating attorney in the hard-scuffle world of immigration law

in Chicago. But her role is to “raise issues of detention and keep them public so people

know what’s happening in their communities and what impact our current laws have,”

she says. “Representing detained individuals and their families, advocating and

highlighting their stories, keeping lives present—that’s my job.”

In a sense, Wolfe-Roubatis has had this job since she came to Chicago in 2004 to

enter DePaul’s College of Law. In her second year, she became involved with the

National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC), a not-for-profit dedicated to ensuring human

rights protections and access to justice for all immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers.

Wolfe-Roubatis has worked there ever since, in one capacity or another. 

Today, she is supervising attorney for the NIJC’s Detention Project. “I work with

immigrants in federal custody who are facing deportation,” explains Wolfe-Roubatis,

who balances a steady average of 45 clients. “We take cases geared toward litigation in

order to effect systemic change and support policy efforts. In addition to direct service of

defending individuals in their proceedings with the federal government, I advocate for

the implementation of more humane immigration laws.”

The work can be grueling. “There’s a real crisis in access to counsel,” Wolfe-Roubatis

says. “And, the Chicago-area detainee centers are located as far away as Kentucky.

The closest one to the city is in Woodstock, Ill., some 55 miles from downtown Chicago.”

So she works with a network of volunteers, interns and pro bono attorneys to meet the

increasing need. 

In this network are students, faculty, friends and colleagues at DePaul, which, she

says, is “a public interest law leader. Many of the well-known public interest

organizations in Chicago are run by DePaul alumni.”

Since DePaul’s Center for Public Interest Law was launched in 2006, Wolfe-Roubatis

says the community of people dedicated to the field of public interest has grown

tremendously. Since so many members of that community are connected with DePaul,

the university’s network is rich.

“The great thing about DePaul is that the public interest community does exist,” she

says. “People will share knowledge and work with you. I’ve worked across disciplines

with people I know though public service at DePaul. Through DePaul connections, I am

able to better represent each of my clients and their families.”

Tim Nordwind (THE ’98)
Bassist
OK Go

“My instructors were really good about teaching us the rules but

also encouraging us to break them. I think for anyone who’s going

to get involved in any kind of artistic pursuit, that’s a really valuable

lesson to learn,” says Tim Nordwind.

And he has. It goes beyond OK Go’s Grammy-winning, self-

created music videos that feature band members show-stepping

across moving treadmills, performing a single-shot choreographed

dance with dozens of dogs, or being splattered with paint by a Rube

Goldberg-esque contraption. It’s also inherent in the band’s decision

to form its own label, Paracadute, so that it could have complete

artistic freedom.

“We enjoy the flexibility to

make something, whether we

think 500 people are going to

like it or 50 million are going to

like it, and we want to have the

freedom and flexibility to share

it. That’s hard to do with major

record labels because they

have a one-size-fits-all

formula,” says Nordwind. 

It also allows them to forge

a dynamic, two-way bond with

their fans that most bands lose

once they grow beyond the

club circuit. OK Go encourages

fans to tag themselves in

photos on the band’s Facebook

page, lets them embed live recordings on their sites, and proudly

displays fan-created videos on its own website.

“To us, the greatest thing about the Internet is that it’s become a

new and immediate space to create things in,” Nordwind says. “It

allows us to dream big.”

Nordwind and lead singer Damian Kulash have been mashing

things up since they met at a summer arts camp when they were

preteens. (“OK, go” was a favorite phrase of one of their

instructors.) “Since those early days, we’ve always just made things

together, whether it’s music or some sort of visual art project or a

film or a sketch with a video camera,” he says. 

While Kulash studied visual arts, Nordwind studied playwriting at

DePaul—and formed a band with OK Go drummer Dan Konopka

that toured Chicago’s club circuit, honing the band’s do-it-yourself

mentality.

“The Theatre School really inspired me to always be changing, 

to always be thinking about pushing boundaries, to not get mired 

in traditional definitions of what theatre or art or music should be,”

Nordwind says.

The band’s latest creations are its live album, “180/365,”

compiled from the best tracks recorded during the past year, and 

a music video for “All is Not Lost.”

Photo: Day19
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Ahu Sieg (CDM PHD ’10)
Director of Research and Operations
Renkara Media Group

Ahu Sieg has always been fascinated by technology, but when she was growing up in

Turkey, she didn’t really have access to a computer—an idea her children may never grasp.

“My 2½-year-old is very proficient using an iPad,” she says.

Sieg and her husband, Charles, run Renkara Media Group, a leading software development

company for Apple’s iPod Touch, iPhone and iPad. As director of research and operations,

she is responsible for software development, quality assurance and maintaining all of its

applications in the iTunes App Store.

The Siegs started developing apps shortly after Apple released its iPhone Software

Development Kit in 2008 and were excited by the opportunities presented by the upcoming

iTunes App Store. “Charles was commuting downtown on the train and would literally carry 

a deck of 800 cards that he made himself to learn my native language, Turkish,” Sieg says.

“He was inspired by those cards and thought the iPhone would be the perfect platform for 

an educational flashcard application.”

Today, “AccelaStudy” has more than 4 million users and is available for mastering

vocabulary in 18 languages. Renkara Media Group has approximately 230 applications in

the App Store. In addition to developing its own product line, Renkara offers consulting

services and creates apps for client companies that want an experienced partner in building

a presence in the App Store or in launching applications for enterprise users.

Sieg first came to the United States as a Rotary exchange student for her senior year 

of high school in Danville, Ill. She went on to study computer science and business

administration at Illinois Wesleyan University. “I always felt my decision to go into computer

science was made in the right place at the right time,” Sieg says. “The introduction of the 

first graphical Web browsers, the commercial growth of the Internet, and the increased

attention to the Y2K challenge all happened right around that time.”

While working as an information technology consultant, Sieg received a master’s degree

from Benedictine University. The flexibility of CDM’s part-time doctoral program drew her to

DePaul. “I did not want to put my career on hold,” says Sieg, whose specialization was in

artificial intelligence with a research focus in advanced personalized Web search and

recommendation. “I could continue gaining professional experience and pursue my

intellectual goal of conducting academic research in an interesting area.”

Sieg considers the App Store to be “possibly the greatest thing ever to happen to

independent software developers. The App Store enables beautiful software to be created 

by anyone, easily delivered to a secure and reliable storefront, and then sold to enthusiastic

customers all over the world.”

Janai Brugger-Orman 
(MUS ’05)
Opera Soprano

Many conservatory opera

programs can boast that they

graduate singers with beautiful

voices. But Janai Brugger-

Orman says her preparation in

the other aspects of opera—

musical, theatrical and

professional—has made her successful in her young career.

Brugger-Orman is a soprano with the Los Angeles Opera’s

Domingo-Thornton Young Artist Program, a prestigious

residency for singers who are in transition from academic

training to professional careers. According to the L.A. Opera’s

website, “The program is designed to support the future of

opera by discovering and developing the talents of exceptionally

gifted young artists to become performers of potentially

international stature.”

Placido Domingo, the opera’s general director, created and

oversees the program and personally works with each of the

singers. Program participants “cover” or understudy roles in the

company’s main-stage productions and sing smaller roles

themselves. They receive coaching and lessons from visiting

singers from around the world and are given a wide range of

opportunities to perform in recitals, competitions, small venues

and events.

“In opera, as in many things, you need experience in order

for people to take you seriously, so this is a wonderful

opportunity to get that experience along with a lot of exposure,”

says Brugger-Orman. 

Last season, she sang the role of Barbarina in the main-stage

production of “The Marriage of Figaro,” conducted by Domingo,

and covered a major role in the world premiere of “Il Postino” by

the late Daniel Catan.

Brugger-Orman credits DePaul with giving her a solid

foundation from which to launch her career. “[Opera Theatre

Program Director] Harry Silverstein and [voice teacher] Elsa

Charlston were wonderful mentors. They were encouraging

while also being open about the struggles involved in an opera

career,” she says. 

“The opera students were treated as a professional company.

We were expected to be prepared, on time and ready to work.

We were taught how to take direction, which not everyone

understands. We learned to work as a team, while also taking

responsibility for our individual roles.” This training, she says,

has helped get her to the promising place she is in today.

Brugger-Orman and her husband, a violinist she met during

graduate school at the University of Michigan, are enjoying life

in sunny L.A., but she says Chicago will always be home. This

summer, she was happy to participate in the Steans Music

Institute, Ravinia Festival’s summer conservatory. 



Robert Lee (EDD ’05)
Executive Director of Chicago Programs and Partnerships
Illinois State University College of Education

Educator Robert Lee has found his ideal professional situation at the nexus of higher

education, community organizations and local schools—in a neighborhood he loves.

Lee is the executive director of Chicago Programs and Partnerships for Illinois State

University’s (ISU) College of Education, which prepares the largest number of teachers in

the state. He spearheads an innovative urban-teacher-training curriculum, the federally

funded and trademarked Chicago Teacher Education Pipeline, which uses cultural

immersion, community partnerships and in-school training to prepare teachers in a new

way. “Too often, urban communities and schools are seen as the problem, rather than as

assets,” says Lee. “Giving community members and teachers an active voice to help shape

urban teacher education reform is key to transformative renewal.”

As a new teacher fresh from a master’s program, Lee often found himself frustrated by

the way schools were organized. At DePaul’s College of Education, he found what he was

seeking: a doctoral program that emphasized a clear link between the university, local

schools and community organizations. His work with DePaul’s Center for Urban Education

Director Barbara Radner solidified his vision for a new kind of urban teacher education. 

That vision is being realized through the Chicago Teacher Education Pipeline and its

related partnerships. In the flagship Professional Development School program, teacher

interns from ISU student teach and live in the largely Latino Little Village neighborhood

for an entire year, not just the standard 16 weeks.

“Connecting what happens outside the school with what happens in the classroom

creates contextual relevance. For CPS students, even seeing their teacher at the local

grocery store on Saturday strengthens the students’ trust level,” says Lee. Last year,

more than 30 teacher candidates participated in the program. 

The STEP-UP program offers a four-week pre-internship opportunity during which

ISU students live with host families, teach summer school, work with community-based

organizations, and take CPS-specific courses.

ISU professors also may live in Little Village over the summer to better understand

pre-service teachers’ needs and redesign their courses accordingly. Another initiative

involves TEACH clubs in Chicago high schools, where students interested in becoming

teachers can learn about the profession and get help applying to college.

Lee hopes to create a model that can be replicated by any university in any urban

school district. The model already has been lauded by U.S. Secretary of Education 

Arne Duncan and received prestigious awards from the Association of Teacher

Educators and the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education.

Adoratia Purdy 
(SNL ’06)
Public Affairs Specialist
U.S. Army

When the telephone rang,

Adoratia Purdy was surrounded

by copious notes she’d made

for her interview for a coveted

Department of Defense (DOD)

public affairs internship. But,

once she heard the impressive

credentials of those

interviewing her, she 

pushed the papers aside.

“I was either going to say the right thing or not, so I just

answered their questions as honestly as I could,” says Purdy. She

was one of 15 selected from more than 550 applicants. 

The yearlong DOD internship grooms individuals to become

career government employees in key fields, Purdy explains. She’s

currently wrapping up her field experience at one of the Army’s

premier bases, Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas. In October she’ll

receive further public affairs training at the Defense Information

Institute in Maryland, followed by a stint in the public affairs office 

at the Pentagon.

Purdy enrolled in the School for New Learning after 10 years 

of active duty in the Army because she didn’t feel like the typical

freshman. “I was really kind of nervous about coming back to

school, but they made it so easy and approachable and seamless. 

I never once felt like an outsider.” She worked at several notable

advertising agencies while completing her degree, then accepted 

a yearlong civilian post with the DOD in Hohenfels, Germany. She

moved back and forth between DOD and agency work for several

years before receiving the DOD internship last fall. 

Purdy’s public affairs work for the military ranges from

preparations for site visits by the president and four-star generals

to adapting military communications for PDA-toting soldiers and

their families. Recently, she’s focused on community relations,

including coordinating an appearance by 500 soldiers at the Sun

Bowl in El Paso.

Breaking down the walls that once existed between military

bases and their surrounding communities is critical, says Purdy.

“We are very much entwined with that community, and that literally

comes from public affairs specialists and leadership reaching out to

the El Paso community.”

“My time in the Army—I wouldn’t change it for anything. I got to

see places and do things that people I grew up with read about in

books. It is an amazing life, and you get exposed to so many

different people,” she says. “I think that my education here at

DePaul and having that experience made all the difference in the

world. It really helps me cut through any socioeconomic barriers

and really have impactful communication with people.”



19f e a t u r e

Ernie Nolan 
(THE MFA ’04)
Director and Playwright

Ernie Nolan has the toughest

critics in the world. Most of them

are under age 10. 

“Children are the first that will

go someplace with you, and they

are the first, if they don’t believe

you, to shut down,” says Nolan,

a director and playwright who

specializes in children’s theatre.

“They’ll allow you to say a cardboard box is a castle; they’ll believe

in the magic.” But, unlike polite adults, children are quick to pounce

if an actor or the script itself is faking it. “You know almost

immediately whether it’s working with a young audience.”

Nolan’s plays work. Two of them, “A Fairy Tale Life” and “Snow

White as Performed by TJ Barker and His Troupe of Theatricals,”

have been published for licensing. “If You Give a Cat a Cupcake”

and “Five Little Monkeys” will debut in the coming year. 

Nolan’s directing credentials are just as impressive. He’s a

resident artist at the Coterie Theatre in Kansas City, Mo., one of the

nation’s top children’s theatres. He’s also associate artistic director

of Chicago’s Emerald City Theatre, where he created The

Playground, which produces plays for kids age 3 and under. And,

he’s a visiting professor at DePaul’s Theatre School, where he is

directing “The Witches” this fall as part of the Chicago Playworks

series for kids.

Nolan discovered his passion while assisting Lisa Portes,

Playworks’s artistic director, as part of his graduate studies. A former

dance captain off-Broadway in New York, he was attracted to the

“fabulous realism” of children’s plays over the “kitchen-sink reality”

of most adult drama. 

“I want to be able to think, not only about the heart of the story,

but the visuals of the story,” says Nolan, who appreciates a

framework that can accommodate a spontaneous dance number.

He’s drawn to pieces that have young people or childlike creatures

searching for their identity, like the pigeon that stars in his

adaptation of “Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus.” 

His expertise led to his election as a vice president for Theatre for

Young Audiences-USA, the national organization that promotes

excellence, innovation and multicultural collaboration in children’s

theatre. He recently served as a delegate to the 17th World

Congress of ASSITEJ (the International Association of Theatre for

Children and Young People), which meets every three years to

shape the working plan for the organization. 

“It was a real honor to be one of three Americans who sat in the

room and got to make all these decisions for this international

organization,” he says.

Marisela R. Lawson (CDM ’93)
Partner and Founder
Sagence Group

Studying Spanish literature is not typical preparation for a successful career in

management and technology consulting, but for Marisela Lawson, it was essential. 

“I’m a big believer that a liberal arts education creates good thinking,” she says.

“I don’t think I was ever a fantastic programmer, but I asked questions—a lot of

them,” she says. “And you do that with literature. You read a book, and you’re thinking,

‘What drove that person to do that?’ or ‘What were they thinking?’ I think I’m a natural

consultant. I like to probe.”

Lawson grew up in Chicago’s Pilsen neighborhood, one of four children of Mexican

immigrants. Her parents, who are learners—but without much formal education—made

sure their children went to good schools. 

As an advanced placement student at Maria High School, Lawson took a literature

course from “an amazing teacher” from Daley College “who made me believe that I can

pick up any text, anything, and be able to understand, communicate, relate. I didn’t

know I had that capability.”

Thanks to that teacher, Lawson says she entered DePaul as “a confident college kid.”

In her first semester she was “blown away” by her first course in world religions. “It was

that class that let me connect to DePaul. It let me say it’s really about education and

understanding and learning the world we live in.”

Lawson chose a computer science major “because it seemed like something you

could figure out,” and she “liked the systems component that got me into business.”

Though she worked 30 to 40 hours a week in corporate internships and had a full

scholarship from Amoco for her last two years, she was greatly tempted to change

course when she discovered her passion for Spanish literature in her junior year. 

After graduation, Lawson began a successful consulting career and worked over a

couple of decades with such companies as Accenture, Forsythe Consulting Group and

Diamond Management & Consulting. That time also included a two-year stint as a

Montessori teacher, as she wanted to reassess her career goals and take a break from

her life on the road while her husband, a physician, finished his residency. 

Today, Lawson has a leadership role with the Sagence Group, a company she

founded several years ago with some colleagues. She also is a new appointee to the

City Colleges of Chicago Board of Trustees, a position that will allow her to share her

perspectives on educating a future workforce.

“I’m enjoying this really interesting time of public service,” she says. “I’m at the point

in my career that I have enough experience to share and to guide.”



by Dave Wieczorek

At the end of every semester,

whether she’s teaching creative

writing or a class in Latino

studies at DePaul University,

Achy Obejas rewards her

students in a unique way.

“They can ask me for any book

of mine, and I will give it to them

free,” says Obejas, author of the

2009 novel “Ruins” and other books

of fiction and nonfiction. “A lot of

the students take me up on it.” 

Obejas makes the offer for 

two reasons.

“Teaching makes me think

about writing in a way that I

wouldn’t do if I was just writing. I

learn as much, if not more, from the

students as they do from me,” she

says. “The books are a gift for what

the students helped me produce. It

also says to them: ‘All right, I’ve

been this mean SOB telling you

what to do all quarter. I’m actually

human, too. Here’s some vague

evidence of that.’”

She usually draws the line,

however, at autographing the books.

“I don’t want them to forget

that I’m their teacher,” Obejas says.

It’s understandable that students might blur her roles.

“I’m an eternal student of writing and literature, and the writing class

is a direct outgrowth of what I’m learning in my writing,” says Obejas,

who earned her M.F.A. at Warren Wilson College in Asheville, N.C. 

“Part of my learning process is to be in that room with those students.”

Obejas, writer-in-residence and Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz Chair 

in Latin American and Latino Studies, and several colleagues in the

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences juggle careers soldered

together for mutual support:

They’re award-winning authors 

of novels and short stories and

instructors of writing and literature

who live by the dogma of the

academic world.

“Publish or perish,” says

Visiting Assistant Professor

Christine Sneed, whose first short-

story collection, “Portraits of a Few

of the People I’ve Made Cry,” was

published in November 2010.

Their day jobs feed their

writing habits. Giving up either

vocation is all but impossible. Their

passion is to write; their compulsion

is to share their love of writing.

“I’m teaching because I am a

creative writer; that’s what created

the opportunity to teach at DePaul,”

says Visiting Writer Bayo Ojikutu,

author of the Chicago-based novels

“47th Street Black” and “Free

Burning.” “Writing informs my

perception of teaching.”

Being published grants the

author-professors undeniable

authority every time they walk 

into a classroom.

“The fact that I’m a published writer gives me a certain imprimatur,”

Obejas says. “It says that I’m doing something right. For certain

students, it’s like the Good Housekeeping Seal.”

Teaching provides a steady income when earning a living from

writing alone is uncertain at best. Yet teaching is as important to these

authors as creating compelling characters on the page.

Ojikutu, who has a master’s in writing from DePaul, says he

“could not be an adequate teacher if I did not write. Because I write, 

I can appreciate the potential, the beauty in words and language.”

When the

Teacher Author
is an

Ojikutu



“Publication is great. It makes

our jobs a little bit easier, but it can’t

guarantee we’re better teachers,”

says Visiting Assistant Professor

Hannah Pittard, author of the

acclaimed 2011 novel “The Fates

Will Find Their Way.” “I know

people who are published who do

not like teaching, but do it because

they have a book. They’re the first to

admit, ‘I have no business being in

front of a classroom.’

“I love teaching,” Pittard

continues. “I want to impart my

love for literature to these students.”

Sneed agrees that being

published is no guarantee for

teaching success.

“Writing is second nature to

us, but just because you’re a writer

doesn’t mean you’re going to be a

good teacher,” says Sneed, who has

an M.F.A. from Indiana University.

Being published, however, does

make a writer “feel more confident

in the classroom.”

Says Pittard: “If I ever have a

day where I think, ‘What am I

doing? Am I teaching them

anything?’ It’s an automatic pick-

me-up that I can say, ‘Somebody

likes my writing, so I must know

what I’m doing, at least a little bit.’”

While most students are aware

that their professors are authors of

fiction, they wouldn’t know it from

the class syllabus.

“I don’t talk about my book unless I’m asked,” says Pittard, who

studied for her M.F.A. at the University of Virginia. “The classes are

about the students and their writing and reading as much classic

literature as we can.”

Sneed doesn’t “teach” her short stories, but she does open the door

to her creative process and the often painful process of getting published.

“If I can tell students about my experiences, say, about receiving

rejection letters, they’ll learn that you can’t give up,” Sneed says. “If

you’re serious about writing, don’t get mad when you get one rejection

letter—maybe get mad if you get 40! I tell them you have to persist. It’s

going to take a long time, and you’re probably not going to get rich. It’s

like winning the lottery.”

The authors acknowledge a

professional cost to teaching, though

one they’re willing to pay.

“Teaching bites into your

writing time, but it’s also a way 

of giving back,” Ojikutu says.

When DePaul’s author-

professors were callow writers

seeking a literary foothold, they

were influenced by professorial

authors like themselves. Now 

they are the guiding lights.

“I hope my writing students

walk away thinking, ‘Wow, I never

really thought about a story in that

way,’” Obejas says. “And I hope

students in my lit classes feel some

wonder, some awe about the works

they’re studying and the values and

ideas in those works.”

Ojikutu wants students to

recognize “the potential to be had in

writing, in words and in language.

Writing is a liberating and powerful

tool that helps you understand

yourself and the world.”

For those students who are

serious about becoming published

authors like their DePaul professors,

Pittard offers a few words of

caution: “I explain to them that you

really have to love writing—that you

have to be prepared to take some

ego-shattering criticism at times.”

If students do develop a love

for writing and for great literature,

Sneed says they’ll have a shot joining the ranks of author-professors.

“I tell students that if you sit down at your desk and do the work

day in and day out, and if you read to challenge yourself and seek out

minds greater than your own, it’s likely you’re going to get better, but

it takes years,” Sneed says. She pauses, thinks back to her long

apprenticeship and adds, “I love writing. It’s an utter joy.”

In their books and in their classrooms are two places where Sneed

and her fellow author-professors unabashedly share that joy.

Dave Wieczorek is a longtime journalist who has been a staff writer for magazines

in Florida and Chicago. He is now a freelance writer.
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Passing the Literary Torch
Perhaps these DePaul faculty members will shape a nascent writer 

in the way that their former instructors did—for each of these writer-

teachers found a mentor along the way.

For writer-in-residence Achy Obejas it was Joan Silber, a New York

novelist and short-story writer with whom Obejas studied at Warren

Wilson College. “Joan taught me to be in the story while I’m writing it

and not worry so much about where it was going. She taught me to

trust myself, which is different from having confidence in yourself.

Whenever I have a finished manuscript, I still to this day send it to her.”

For novelist Bayo Ojikutu, it was horror writer Mort Castle, who

conducted a workshop at Bloom Township High School in Chicago

Heights when Ojikutu was a student there in the 1980s. “He gave me

feedback on a piece I’d written, showed me the things I’d done well

and some things that could be improved. He took me very seriously,

and that was huge for me at that age.”

For novelist Hannah Pittard, it was Ann Beattie, the renowned short-

story writer for The New Yorker who “whipped me into shape” when

Pittard was at the University of Virginia. “I don’t know that Ann loves

teaching, but she’s wonderful at it. She could have been a pig farmer,

and she would have made my stories better.”

For short-story writer Christine Sneed, it was American poet 

Roland Flint, who was her workshop professor when she was an

undergraduate at Georgetown University. “Roland permitted me to

join his workshop despite how abysmal my poems were. He told me

that he saw something that hinted at better things to come, and for

this I remain grateful.”

Obejas Pittard
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New Planned Gifts
The following alumni indicated that they will support DePaul
University through a planned or estate gift of $25,000 or more.

n Carmen R. Aigner (LAS ’65)

n Lorraine G. Benz (COM ’69)

n Marvin A. Brustin (JD ’61)

n Frank M. Clark (COM ’72, JD ’76, LLD ’04) and Dr. Vera Clark

n Dr. Curtis J. Crawford (MBA ’78, DHL ’99) and Gina Crawford 

n Patricia J. Parson (SNL ’78) 

n William E. Ramirez (LLM ’80) and Roberta C. Staff

Giving Update
The following alumni gave their
generous support to DePaul University
from March through May 2011.

tidbits

Alumni Board Announces
New Members, Officers
The DePaul University Alumni Board recently announced its

new members and officers. Cameron DeGuerre (JD ’05), 

Adam Marshall (MUS ’01), Valerie Ruiz (CMN ’09) and Michael

Valentino (SNL ’03) were elected to three-year terms, effective

July 1. Scott Van Hoose (COM ’90) was elected president of the

board, and Michael Edmonds (CDM MS ’08) and Crystal Mary

Willingham (CDM ’03) were named vice president and

secretary, respectively.

The Alumni Board collaborates with the Office of Alumni

Relations to encourage fellow graduates to build a lifelong

connection to the university community. Members of the board

serve as ambassadors for DePaul by staying abreast of

university news and initiatives, participating on Alumni Board

committees, and regularly attending alumni events and activities.

The Alumni Board and its officers reflect the diverse population

of the university’s colleges and schools. The Office of Alumni

Relations accepts applications for board membership each spring.

For more information about the Alumni Board and its current
members, visit alumni.depaul.edu/about/AlumniBoard.aspx.

$100,000 to $499,999

n Karen M. Atwood (MBA ’82) and Michael L. Atwood, Karen M. and

Michael L. Atwood Endowed Scholarship

n Patrick J. Moore (COM ’82) and Elizabeth J. Moore, Patrick and

Elizabeth Moore Endowed Scholarship

n Donald L. Mrozek (JD ’73) and Patricia A. Mrozek (LAS ’69), Donald L.

and Patricia A. Mrozek Endowed Scholarship

n Patricia J. Parson (SNL ’78), Patricia Mason Parson Endowed Scholarship

$50,000 to $99,999

n Robert A. Clifford (COM ’73, JD ’76, LLD ’03) and Joan E. Clifford 

(EDU ’72), Robert A. Clifford Symposium on Tort Law and Social Policy

n Marie Culjak-McGuckin (MM ’64), The Three Culjak Sisters Endowed

Scholarship in Honor of Katherine C. Smith, Helen C. LeBlanc and 

Marie C. McGuckin

n James E. Haran (COM ’63) and Kathleen Haran (EDU ’67), James and

Kathleen Haran Endowed Scholarship

n Gary M. Koche (COM ’83, MBA ’85) and Linda J. Koche (COM ’84), 

Gary and Linda Koche Endowed Scholarship

n Rev. John E. Rybolt, C.M. (LAS MA ’67), Reverend John E. Rybolt, C.M.,

Endowed Vincentian Studies Award

n Stephen M. Schuster (JD ’81), Marie A. Monahan Class of 1981

Memorial Endowed Loan Repayment Program

n Thomas S. Weber (COM ’82) and Elizabeth R. Weber, The Thomas

Weber Family Endowed Scholarship

$25,000 to $49,999

n Edward M. Crane (COM ’79, JD ’82) and Judith A. Crane (COM ’80),

Law Scholarship

n John Graven (COM ’49, MBA ’50) (dec.) and Anastasia Graven 

(LAS MA ’64), John and Anastasia Graven Endowed Scholarship for

Excellence in the School of Music

n Patricia A. Karr (CERT COM ’53) and Arnold F. Karr (COM ’53), 

The Arnold and Patricia Karr Hospitality Scholarship 

n Juan J. Mir (MBA ’86) and Sandra Mir, Juan J. and Sandra Mir Scholarship

n Mary R. Zavada (LAS MA ’59), Conference on Immigration Policy Reform

in the College of Law





Dennis C. Zacek (LAS ’63) will retire as
artistic director of Victory Gardens Theater
after serving in the role for the past 34
years. He will assume the role of artistic
director emeritus and likely take on new
acting and directing projects throughout 
the Chicago theatre community.

Richard S. Pagliaro Sr. (MUS ’67),
assistant superintendent for business and
personnel for Joliet (Ill.) Township High
School District 204, received the 2010
International Eagle Award from the
Association of School Business Officials
International. The award creates a $5,000
college scholarship in Pagliaro’s name.

Richard T. Crowe (LAS ’70, MA ’73),
owner of Chicago Supernatural Tours, is
happy to report that in the spring he hosted
Europe’s top Elvis impersonator, Ty Tender,
on one of his tours. The tour of historic
locations included the Chess Recording
Studios and Maxwell Street.

Daniel Kill (LAS ’71)
retired as CEO of
Thrive Counseling
Center in July, after
37 years with the
center. He joined 
the Oak Park, Ill.,
organization in 1974
and became CEO in

1996. He was honored for his work at the
center’s annual benefit in April.

George M. Tenegal (MUS ’71) is
pleased to announce the release of his
debut CD, “Romantic Russian Rarities,” 
a recording of piano music by unknown
and little-known Russian composers.

The Rev. Charles F. Shelby, C.M.
(LAS ’71, MS ’72), vice chancellor at
DePaul University, is being recognized by
the National Catholic Development
Conference for his contributions to religious
and charitable fundraising. He will receive
the 2011 Bishop Robert F. Morneau Award
for Distinguished Service in September.

August P. Aleksy Sr. (LAS MA ’73),
owner of Centuries & Sleuths Bookstore in
Forest Park, Ill., and his 20-year-old store
received the coveted Raven Award from
The Mystery Writers of America. The
award recognizes an outstanding
contributor to the field of mystery writing. 

Michael J. Brennan (LAS ’73, JD ’76)
joined the Chicago office of Adelson,
Testan, Brundo & Jimenez P.C. Brennan 
is a recognized expert in workers’
compensation defense, the firm’s principal
emphasis.

Stephen T. Grabacki (LAS ’73) was
elected chairman of the board of the
Alaska SeaLife Center.

Les R. Dlabay (MBA ’75), professor of
business at Lake Forest College (Ill.),
published updated editions of three 
college and high school business and
finance textbooks. Dlabay has authored 
or created adaptations of 40 books.

Richard C. Mollin (JD ’75) has been
elected as the county attorney for
Clearwater County, Minn.

James A. Nowakowski (LAS MA ’76)
participated in a judging panel for DePaul
Weekend MBA students in March. He is
president of Interline Creative Group Inc., 
a Palatine, Ill., marketing company in the
business-to-business sector.

Stephen M. Komie
(JD ’76), a principal
in the Chicago law
firm of Komie and
Associates, has been
elected to a fifth
three-year term on the
board of governors of
the Illinois State Bar

Association (ISBA). He is a trial and
appellate practice lawyer who previously
served four terms on the ISBA’s board of
governors from 1992 to 2005.

Cathy S. Hampton (LAS ’77, MA ’81)
received a Master of Arts degree in
spirituality from Loyola University Chicago’s
Institute of Pastoral Studies in May 2011.

William A. McDade (LAS ’80) was re-
elected secretary/treasurer of the Illinois
State Medical Society (ISMS) at its recent
annual meeting. An ISMS member since
1981, he has served on numerous councils
and committees. He is the deputy provost
for research and minority issues at the
University of Chicago.

Joseph A. Drazek
(JD ’81), an attorney
with Quarles & Brady,
was distinguished 
for excellence in
environmental
practice in the 
2011 edition of the
prestigious Chambers

USA directory. He works in Phoenix.

Orbert C. Davis (MUS ’82) served as
artist-in-residence at the 2011 Chicago
Jazz Festival. He led his Chicago Jazz
Philharmonic Chamber Ensemble in a new
composition at the Petrillo Music Shell on
Sept. 3. He also is the co-host of “iRock
Jazz,” which airs at 6 p.m. Sundays on
Chicago’s WLFM-FM (87.7).

Paula A. Price (COM ’82) was appointed
to the board of directors for Charming
Shoppes Inc., a retailer specializing in
women’s plus-size apparel. She is the
executive vice president and chief financial
officer of Ahold USA, which owns multiple
supermarket businesses.

Stephan D. Blandin
(LAS ’83, JD ’86), a
partner in the Chicago
personal injury law
firm of Romanucci &
Blandin LLC, has
been reappointed 
as a member of the
hearing board of 

the Illinois Attorney Registration and
Disciplinary Commission. He has been
practicing law for nearly 25 years and
resides in Park Ridge, Ill.

Nancy J. Donley
(COM ’84), president
of STOP Foodborne
Illness, was awarded
the NSF International
Lifetime Achievement
Award for her work in
food safety. STOP 
is a national nonprofit,

public health organization dedicated to
preventing illness and death from
foodborne pathogens.

Kathleen C. Ginther’s (MM ’84)
composition, “The River Merchant’s Wife,”
premiered in two concerts that were part of
the installation of a new Southern Illinois
University (SIU) chancellor. Her work is a
setting of a Chinese poem by Li Po in a
free English translation by Ezra Pound.
Ginther teaches music theory and
composition at SIU.

Joseph T. Monahan Jr. (JD ’84), co-
founder of the Chicago law firm Monahan
& Cohen, was admitted to the Bar of the
Supreme Court of the United States in
June. The admission allows him to present
cases to the United States Supreme Court.

John D. Ziesmer (MBA ’84) is a
principal in the Chicago office of Avison
Young, a Canadian commercial real estate
services company. Previously, he served
as senior vice president, office group, at
Grubb & Ellis.

Laura A. Cordero (LAS ’85) has been
nominated by President Barack Obama to
become a member of the board of trustees
of the Harry S. Truman Scholarship
Foundation. She is a judge in the District of
Columbia Superior Court and also serves
as a visiting faculty member at Harvard
Law School’s Trial Advocacy Workshop.

Roderick T. Sawyer (COM ’85) was
elected alderman of Chicago’s 6th Ward in
April. He follows in the footsteps of his late
father, Eugene Sawyer, a former 6th Ward
alderman and mayor of Chicago. He is a
proud husband to Cheryll, and they have
two children, Sydni and Roderick Jr.

Garlon D. Reed (JD ’88) was elected in
April to a four-year term as commissioner
of buildings and public property in the
Village of Palos Park, Ill.
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Thomas P. Heneghan (JD ’89), an
attorney at the law firm of Whyte
Hirschboeck Dudek S.C., has been 
named co-leader of the firm’s Intellectual
Property Litigation Team. He works out of
the Madison, Wis., office.

Frank J. Becker
(COM ’90) was
appointed to the
board of directors 
for the Philadelphia
affiliate of Susan G.
Komen for the Cure.
He is director of
human resources for

the Chesapeake District of UPS.

Matthew G. Gloss (JD ’91) was
promoted to general counsel at Mellanox
Technologies Ltd. He joined Mellanox in
January 2008 and served as vice president
of legal affairs.

Mary R. Kenney (COM ’91) was
appointed as executive director of the
Illinois Housing Development Authority
(IHDA). She previously served as IHDA’s
general counsel. She is an attorney with
more than 14 years of experience in
affordable housing lending, community
development and municipal finance.

Teresa M. McGowan (CDM ’91)
received her project management
professional certification on May 5, 2011.

Jeffrey A. McIntyre (SNL ’91), an
attorney at the law firm of Whyte
Hirschboeck Dudek S.C., has been named
co-leader of the firm’s Intellectual Property
Litigation Team. He works out of the
Madison, Wis., office.

Cynthia Sims (LAS MS ’91) received
tenure and has been promoted to
associate professor at Southern Illinois
University Carbondale in the Department of
Workforce Education and Development.

John Colella (THE ’92) and his wife,
Reamy Hall (THE ’92), are in “Girl Walks
Into a Bar,” the first major motion picture
made exclusively for distribution on
YouTube. It co-stars Danny DeVito,
Rosario Dawson and Josh Hartnett.

Jean-Claire Fitschen (MUS ’92) was
promoted to senior director, business
operations, at Comcast Interactive Media.

William J. Hunter (COM ’92, MBA ’96)
is managing director, investment banking,
at Dahlman Rose & Co., an investment
bank specializing in the global natural
resources supply chain. He has more than
18 years of experience providing advisory
services to mining, industrial and
transportation companies.

Marvin Lynn (EDU ’93) has been named
associate dean for teacher education in the
College of Education and Human Sciences
at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.
Previously, he was associate professor of
curriculum and instruction at the University
of Illinois at Chicago.

Stephen J. Prosapio’s (LAS ’93) novel,
“Ghosts of Rosewood Asylum,” was
published by Otherworld Publications 
in June. The story follows a team of
paranormal investigators as they tour 
a haunted Chicago facility.

John L. Nisivaco
(JD ’93), a partner 
in the Chicago
personal injury firm of
Boudreau & Nisivaco
LLC, has been elected
to a three-year term
on the board of
governors of the

Illinois State Bar Association. Previously, he
served three terms on the ISBA Assembly
and was a committee chair.

Brent S. Silverman (JD ’93) was
appointed to a two-year term with the
American Diabetes Association Community
Leadership Board. His efforts will be
directed toward advocacy to increase
federal funding for diabetes research and
programs. He works at Reminger Co. LPA
in Cleveland.

Richard Uecker (THE MFA ’93) is in 
the film “Contagion,” which was filmed in
Chicago and will open in theaters in
October. The film is directed by Steven
Soderbergh and co-stars Matt Damon,
Gwyneth Paltrow and Kate Winslet.

Debra Bachman-Zabloudil (LAS MS ’94)
is president and CEO of The Learning
Studio, which offers training and education
programs to organizations. She is this
year’s recipient of the John C. Thiel
Distinguished Service Award from the
Association Forum of Chicagoland.

Carmen Marron’s (COM ’94) first
feature-length film “Go For It!” premiered 
in May at theaters nationwide. She wrote,
directed and financed the movie, a teen
dance story set in Chicago.

Deborah A. Carder (JD ’95) was named
one of the 2010 40 Illinois Attorneys Under
40 to Watch by the Chicago Law Bulletin.
She was installed as the president of the
DuPage Association of Women Lawyers 
in June.

James Spencer Medford (LAS ’95)
is the vice president of institutional
advancement at The Henry Ford in
Dearborn, Mich.

Ryan O’Day (LAS ’95, MBA ’04)
owns and operates Wang Gang, an 
Asian fast-food restaurant he launched in
Edwardsville, Ill. The restaurant is a draw
in the St. Louis area, and O’Day hopes to
open future locations.

Adam K. Horwitz
(MBA ’96) was
promoted to Kohler
Co.’s director of
kitchen products,
marketing and cast
iron development 
for the company’s
Kitchen & Bath

Americas division. Prior to Kohler, he held
marketing and sales roles for the Life
Fitness and Mercury Marine divisions 
of Brunswick Corp.

Nicole L. Bowman (LAS MA ’97) is
founder, publisher and editor of WV Living
and WV Weddings magazines, launched in
2008 and based in Morgantown, W.Va. The
magazines are sold in nearly 30 states and
Canada by national retailers, such as
Barnes & Noble and Target.

Frank A. Sommario
(COM ’97, JD ’00),
an associate attorney
at the Chicago law
firm of Romanucci &
Blandin LLC, has
been re-elected to the
board of governors of
the Illinois State Bar

Association for a three-year term. He
concentrates his practice in workers’
compensation, personal injury and medical
malpractice. Sommario also has been
named a 2011 Illinois SuperLawyers
Rising Star.

Michael M. Taylor Sr. (JD ’97) was hired
as general counsel and corporate secretary
of SES World Skies, U.S. Government
Solutions.

Kimberly L. Brandt (JD ’98) joined the
professional staff of the U.S. Senate
Finance Committee as chief health care
investigative counsel for Sen. Orrin Hatch.
She served as the director of Medicare
Program Integrity at the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services for the 
past seven years.

Kelly L. Loeffler (MBA ’99) bought 
a stake in the Atlanta Dream WNBA
franchise. She moved to Atlanta in 2002 to
head investor relations and public relations
for Intercontinental Exchange.

Rohina M. Malik (LAS ’99) has created a
new play called “The Mecca Tales,” which
was commissioned by the Goodman
Theatre. Malik’s first work, the one-woman
show “Unveiled,” debuted in 2009 in
Berwyn, Ill., and is now being translated 
for audiences in France.

James M. McDermott (THE MFA ’99)
won a Non-Equity Jeff Award in the
category of Director-Play for his work on
“The Three Faces of Doctor Crippen” with
The Strange Tree Group. He also was
nominated in the Director-Musical category
for “Boojum! Nonsense, Truth and Lewis
Carroll” at Chicago DCA Theater.

Kathleen L. O’Connor (JD ’99) was
promoted to counsel at Drinker Biddle 
& Reath LLP. She is a member of the
employee benefits and executive
compensation practice group in the 
firm’s Chicago office.

Shannon M. Ridgeway (CMN ’99, 
MA ’04), a 12-year retail marketing
veteran, has been named marketing
director for Westfield Old Orchard
shopping center in Skokie, Ill. She worked
previously at Westfield Old Orchard and
rejoins the center after holding senior-level
positions with General Growth Properties,
the Arlington Heights Park District and
Oliver McMillan.

Ann Williams (MBA ’99) serves as chief
school business official and treasurer for
Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High
School District 307 in Illinois.
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Krista B. August (MED ’00) has
authored and illustrated “Giants in the
Park: A Guide to Portrait Statues in
Chicago’s Lincoln Park.” She also offers
90-minute walking tours.

Cynthia V. Brundage (LAS ’00) is
program director for United Way’s 2-1-1 in
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. She moved to the
area in July 2010. Her husband, Kyle, is an
assistant professor of water chemistry at
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 

Dawn M. Glossa (LAS MS ’00) received
the Inspiring Leader Award from the
Association Forum of Chicagoland. She is
director of marketing and communications
at the American Society of Anesthesiologists.

Rebecca Ann Nieman (JD ’00) is
assistant director of student legal services
at the University of California, San Diego.

Anthony P. Vance (JD ’00) joined the
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern
District of Michigan. He is an assistant U.S.
attorney working in the criminal division.

Kathy P. Antoine
(MBA ’01) received
the 2011 CBA
Designation of
Excellence Award
from the National
Association of Credit
Management (NACM).
Antoine is a credit

analyst for BP Products North America in
Warrenville, Ill., and serves on the board of
directors for NACM Midwest.

Frank K. Merle (THE ’01) lives in Los
Angeles and is currently in production 
on the feature film “Death Method,” 
which he wrote and is directing. The film
stars Malcolm McDowell and David
Dastmalchian (THE ’99).

Masato Shiroiwa (COM MS ’01) joined
BKD National Manufacturing & Distribution
Group as a manager in Indianapolis. He
has 10 years of experience in public
accounting and is a CPA.

Jackson F. Doe (MBA ’02) is deputy
managing director/administration of the
Liberia Petroleum Refining Company, an
oil company based in Liberia, Africa. He
has held the position since February 2010.
Prior to that, he was president/founder of
TopFlight Inc., a building service contracting
company based in Chicago.

Bradley H.
Greenberg (COM
MS ’02) has been
promoted to partner 
at the Chicago-area
accounting firm Silver
Lerner Schwartz &
Fertel. He worked at
the firm for four years

as a senior manager before becoming
partner.

Edward Foreman (MST ’03) has been
appointed by the Hedge Fund Association
to be director of the group’s Midwest
chapter. He is a tax partner at
PricewaterhouseCoopers and has served
the investment management industry for
17 years.

Crystal Mary Willingham (CDM ’03)
serves pro bono as human resources
advisor to the Freelancers Union’s Sample
Contract Working Group, helping the group
develop an editable open-source contract
as a business resource to union members.
She also was featured in a professional
modeling shoot with her mother, Gail, for
Talbots clothing in honor of Mother’s Day.

Elias Goldstein (MUS ’04, ’06) begins 
a full-time position teaching viola at Ball
State University this fall.

Desmin C. Borges (THE ’05) won a
2011 Theatre World Award for his work in
“The Elaborate Entrance of Chad Deity,”
which originally premiered in Chicago and
then went to New York City. Established in
1945, the award recognizes 12 exceptional
actors (six men, six women) each year.

Shannon R. Seay (MUS ’05) has been
named assistant manager of a PNC Bank
location on Chicago’s North Side. She has
been with PNC nearly three years, most
recently as a financial sales consultant.

Derrick Smith (SNL ’05) was appointed
to fill an open Illinois state House seat
(10th District State Representative). He
has worked as an administrator in the
Illinois Secretary of State’s office.

David J. Yandl (MUS ’05, ’07) was
named an associate member of the Civic
Orchestra of Chicago and will join it for the
2011-2012 season. Other DePaul graduates
chosen as associate members for the
coming year include Ryan Kahlbaugh
(MM ’08), Eugene Kaler (MUS ’09) and
Carter L. Willmann (MUS ’11).

Dina Villis (COM ’06) is manager of
physician services and growth initiatives 
at Holy Family Medical Center in Des
Plaines, Ill. She serves as co-chair of the
Chicago Health Executives Forum’s Early
Careerist Network, as an affiliate with the
American College of Healthcare Executives
and as a member of DePaul University’s
Chicagoland Young Alumni Committee.

Pedro Martinez (MBA ’06) serves as
superintendent of instruction for the Clark
County School District in Las Vegas. He
previously was deputy superintendent of
Washoe County School District in Reno,
Nev., and before that, chief financial officer
and regional superintendent of Chicago
Public Schools.

Catherine M. Roe (MBA ’06) is the head
of industry for consumer packaged goods
at Google, based out of Chicago. Prior to
Google, she led category management and
sales marketing initiatives for Pepperidge
Farm.

Matthew Taylor (MBA ’06) has joined
interdealer broker RW Smith as vice
president, working in the Chicago office.
He was formerly a fixed-income senior
trader with The Vanguard Group Inc. in
Pennsylvania.

Jason N. Abrahams
(MBA ’07) was
named vice president
of marketing, a newly
created position, at
National Gift Card
Corp. in Crystal Lake,
Ill. He was previously
the company’s

marketing director.

Marko Beric (COM ’07) has joined
Koenig & Strey as a real estate consultant
in its Lincoln Park Chicago office.

Calvin L. Williams (LAS ’07) was
accepted into Harvard Medical School in
2009, after conducting a brief research
stint at the University of Chicago. He
expects to graduate in 2013.

Joseph C. Clark (MUS ’08, ’10)
won a 2011 DownBeat award for Jazz
Arrangement for “Well You Needn’t.” Clark
also worked with DePaul Symphony
Orchestra conductor Cliff Colnot to adapt
the music of Copland, Saint-Saëns, J.
Strauss, Respighi and others for a quintet
featuring Chicago Symphony Orchestra
musicians and Yo-Yo Ma.

Meaghan L. Kawaller’s (MM ’08)
woodwind quintet, The Lodos Ensemble,
advanced into the semi-finals of the
Plowman Chamber Music Competition in
Columbia, Mo. Other members of the
quintet are Jeff Padgett (MM ’10),
Vivianne Belanger (MM ’10), Laura
Harkrider (MM ’09) and Brian Goodwin
(MM ’10).

Dominic M. Marino (MUS ’08) won a
2011 DownBeat award for Original
Composition Orchestrated Work for
“Perpetrator.”

Kelly Anne Ohde (CMN MA ’08) was
selected as one of the Ten Outstanding
Young People of Illinois by the Illinois
Jaycees and Illinois JCI Senate. She was
recognized for her work with Easter Seals
as coordinator of HarrysButtons.com, a
microenterprise that provides vocational
training for adults with autism.

Jill O’Mahony
Stewart
(SNL MA ’08) joined
Millennia Consulting
in Chicago as a
consultant after 24
years of heading her
own public relations
agency. She also is

an adjunct faculty member in DePaul’s
School for New Learning and College of
Communication.

Stephanie M. Testa (COM ’08) is
distribution manager for Testa Produce Inc.
of Chicago. Its new facility is pending
certification to be Chicago’s first LEED
Platinum-certified building and the first
LEED Platinum refrigerated food service
distribution facility in the country. The
LEED system rates environmentally
friendly building features.
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Aara A. Johnson (LAS ’09) is one of 
11 graduate/professional students at the
University of Minnesota to receive the
President’s Student Leadership and
Service Award. The award is presented 
to approximately one-half of one percent 
of the student body for their contributions
to the community.

Jillian F. Sheehan (MBA ’09) was
promoted to executive vice president and
chief financial officer of Textura Corp. She
previously served as the company’s senior
vice president of finance.

Rodrigo Bueno Therezo (MUS ’09) was
accepted into the comparative literature
doctoral program at Emory University.

Aaron D. White’s (JD ’09) law review
article, “The Copyright Tree: Using German
Moral Rights as the Roots for Enhanced
Authorship Protection in the United States,”
was published by the Loyola Law and
Technology Annual.

Madeline J. Capistran (MM ’10) won
her violin audition with the Civic Orchestra
of Chicago and will join it for the 2011-2012
season.

Sean P. Chiricotti
(CMN ’10) is a
marketing associate
on Sheridan Road’s
financial team. He
works in the
Northbrook, Ill.,
headquarters of the
investment consulting

and strategic advisory firm. 

Brian A. Goodwin (MM ’10) joins the
Hyogo Performing Arts Center Orchestra
in Japan as co-principal horn in September.
Goodwin also was named an associate
member of the Civic Orchestra of Chicago
for the 2011-2012 season.

Katelyn M. Lorenz (CMN ’10) joined
Home of the Sparrow in Crystal Lake, Ill.,
as a staff member providing care and
support to homeless women and children
in McHenry County.

Matthew D. Lyon (MM ’10) has accepted
a full-time position teaching tuba at Ball
State University.

Lindsay B. Metzger (MUS ’10) made
her debut with the Grant Park Music
Festival this summer as soprano soloist 
in Fauré’s “Requiem.”

Katti M. Broecker (CMN ’08) and
Joseph M. Garcia (COM ’08) were
engaged on Oct. 23, 2010. They met during
their freshman year at DePaul. Joe works
for Crowe Horwath LLP as a risk consultant,
and Katti is an event coordinator at the
World of Whirlpool facility in Chicago. They
have set a wedding date of Sept. 2, 2012.

Nina T. Godlewski
(EDU ’08) and Elliott
Slosar (LAS ’08)
were engaged on 
 April 15 at the Batavia
Riverwalk. Nina is an
English and journalism
teacher at Richmond-
Burton Community

High School. Elliot attends DePaul’s College
of Law and works as an investigator at the
civil rights law firm Loevy and Loevy. They
are planning a wedding for Dec. 15, 2012,
at St. Vincent de Paul Church.

James E. Byron
(LAS ’99) and his
wife, Elizabeth, would
like to announce the
birth of Parker James
Byron on Feb. 8.

Julie M. Wucka
(COM ’06) and Paul
R. Wucka (LAS ’06)
welcomed their
daughter, Madison
Helen Wucka, on
March 14. Paul has
accepted an internal

medicine residency at Valley Hospital in
Las Vegas.

Jerry F. LaBuy
(THE MFA ’10) and
his wife, Brooke, are
proud to announce
the birth of their son,
Maxwell Anderson
LaBuy, on March 19.
Max was welcomed

home by his big sister, Madison.

Lord, we commend to you the souls of
our dearly departed. In your mercy and
love, grant them eternal peace.

Alumni
Mitchell L. Block (LAW ’38)

Daniel Gardner (MUS ’33)

James J. Maniola (LAS ’41, MA ’52)

Jo Anne M. Waltz (LAS ’41)

John W. Gariepy (LAW ’48)

Joseph J. Stevens (COM ’49)

Sister Agnes Caffarel (LAS ’49)

George A. Savin (LAS ’50)

Susan H. Cram (LAS MA ’50)

Jerry A. Clarizio (COM ’52, MED ’60)

Donald R. Kuipers (COM ’53)

Richard J. Kawka (COM ’5  3)

John E. Forrette (LAS MS ’55)

Jerome M. Healy (LAS ’56)

Robert Shapiro (COM ’57)

Gerald M. Marks (COM ’58)

Phillip F. Scardina (COM ’58)

Paul F. Bomrad (LAS ’58, MA ’62)

Sister Rose A. Liddell, S.L. (MM ’64)

Vincent J. Heaton (LAS ’66)

Carol A. Robinson (LAS MA ’68)

Thomas A. Tadda (COM ’69)

Yvonne E. MacDonald (LAS MA ’69)

Thomas D. Tracy (COM ’70)

Miriam B. Dunning (MED ’70)

Joseph S. Safirstein (COM ’71)

James D. Madsen (LAS MS ’72)

Daniel H. Bushell (COM ’74)

Gordon B. Shneider (JD ’74)

Wayne F. Braje (MBA ’76)

Clifford J. Carpenter (COM ’80)

Terrence J. Knox (LAS MS ’86)

Marguerite E. Davis (MBA ’89)

Richard M. Manzella (JD ’98)

Christopher C. Krol (COM ’09)

James C. Tyree (DHL ’10)

Friends
John Burr

Joan S. Freehling

Sheila C. Ribordy

Henry H. Rodkin

George J. Tozzi

Bridget T. Witort

Editor’s Note: Due to space limitations, this

memorial list includes only those alumni and

friends who our offices have confirmed have

passed away since the previous issue was

printed.
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Patricia J. Parson (SNL ’78) says she chose the School for New Learning (SNL) because

“SNL’s experiential learning and DePaul’s philosophies fit my entrepreneurial spirit and the schedule of a single mother who

was growing a fledgling consulting company.” As CEO of AmerInd Inc. she created an award-winning information technology

and e-learning company, which she sold when she retired. 

Parson remains loyal to DePaul and SNL, founding SNL’s Center to Advance Education for Adults and serving as a consultant.

In 2006, the Mason Parson Family Foundation made a gift to support the center’s conferences and establish an endowment. 

She has been a member of DePaul’s Board of Trustees since 2002 and is now a life trustee. In addition to serving on DePaul’s

capital campaign steering committee and chairing SNL’s campaign committee, she currently chairs her church’s fundraising

committee in Washington, D.C.

Recently, she dedicated $500,000 to establish the Patricia Mason Parson Endowed Scholarship Fund to support DePaul

students, with preference, when possible, for single mothers.

“DePaul and SNL still fit my philosophy and spirit. It’s called payback,” Parson says.

Learn how you can support DePaul University and its students by visiting campaign.depaul.edu.

Thank You,
FOR YOUR CONSTANT AND CREATIVE SUPPORT.

Patricia Parson,






